
HS2 Noise maps for 
Balsall Common

Produced by Andrew Burrow from extracts of HS2 Ltd 
Environmental Statement. These noise maps were 

used in petitions to parliament by the Berkswell 
Society and B&B Raid



Notes on maps

• Produced by HS2 noise experts for HS2 Environment 
Statement to parliament in 2014

• Do not include the positive noise reductions achieve by the 
Berkswell Society petition to parliament in Station Rd and 
Waste Lane areas

• Maps show
• Average noise levels are shown using contours. Noise is complicated 

and average is not a simple arithmetical concept but is calculated to 
represent the perceived impact of peak noise events over a period 
of time.

• Peak HS2 noise levels which will last for about 2 seconds
• Worth noting that humans speak at about 60-65 dB and a washing 

machine about 70 dB
• HS2 assumed 18 trains per hour each way
• Trains will cease by midnight and start at 6 am, hence night average 

lower than day average. Peak noise does not change.





Areas of Berkswell/Balsall Common above 60 dB max
(assumes noisier TS1 compliant trains will not run)
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